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THE LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN 

It was quite natural that Catholics in America during pion- 
eer days should have sought aid from the people of Bavaria; 
among them the spirit of Catholicity had remained uninfluenced 
by the Protestant revolt which destroyed the religious unity of 
Christendom. Thus, in the year 1828, the Rev. Frederick Rese 
(a native of Hildesheim, Bavaria), Vicar-General of Cincinnati 
went to Munich to ask help for mission work in the United 
States. 

Comparatively little has been written about the Ludwig- 
Missionsverein. No history of the society has yet been pub- 
lished. Neither is there a complete treatise on its achievements. 
The following works contain valuable information. 

Annalen der Verbreitung des Glaubens aus dem franzoesisohen 
uebersetzt und mit Briefen von deutsehen Missonaeren vermehrt. Im 
Verlag der Central-Direktion des Ludtoig-Missionsvereines. Munich, 
1848-1918. There are about seventy volumes in all. The volume for 
1846 contains the yearly report of the society, yet the addition of letters 
from German missionaries, chiefly from those in America, was not begun 
until the next year. It is these annual reports and letters, which de- 
scribe the condition of mission work in America and the good accomplished 
with the assistance given by the Society, that are of chief interest. 

Arens, Bernard., Handbuch der Katholischen Missionen, Freiburg, 
1920. 

Die Wirksamkeit des Ludwig-Missionsvereines in Bayern. Festpredigt 
gehalten bei der Feier des 50 jaehrigen Bestandes des Ludwig-Missions- 
vereines, am. 3. December 1888, by Dr. Paul Kagerer. The preacher 
was at that time director of the Ludwig-Missionsverein. His sermon 
traces the history of the society briefly, and outlines its accomplishments. 

Einladung an die katholischen Christen zur iningen Theilnahme an 
dem schoenen Werke des Missions-Vereines. This is a pamphlet of four 
double column pages. 

Neher, S., Des Missionsverein, pp. 129-137, Freiburg, 1894. This 
gives a short account of the organization of the Ludwig-Missionsverein 
together with some figures regarding the disposition of its funds. 

Satzungen des Ludwig-Missionsvereines, Munich, March 1, 1919. These 
are a printed copy of the statutes now in force. 

Schmidlin, A., Das Werk der Glaubensverbreitung in Deutschland in 
the Zeitschrift fuer Missionswissenschaft, 1913, vol. IV, pp. 284-291. 
Apart from the Annalen this is the most important source for the history 
of the Ludwig-Missionsverein. It contains a summary of the archives — 
the manuscript of this summary still exists in the archives. The author 
calls this summary Ordinariatsakten, for the reason, doubtless, that the 
business of the Society up to the appointment of the first central commit- 

23 



24 JOSEPH A. SCHABERT, PH.D. 

tee (1839) was transacted in the chancery office of the Archdiocese of 
Munich-Freising, where the records were kept. But these records have 
now been transferred to the office of the Society and deposited in its 
archives. 

Schmidlin, A., Das Werk der Glaubensverbreitung, 1822-1912, in 
the Straszb. Dioezesanblatt December 1912. 

Statuten des Ludwig-Misslonsvereines, Munich 21, 1838. 

In addition to the mention of these works it might be well 
to state that a Bavarian Priest is now analysing the Annual Re- 
ports in order to ascertain all that the Ludwig-Missionsverein 
has done for the Church in America. 

Another source of information regarding mission conditions 
in the United States, is the correspondence from missionaries 
published in the Annalen. There are thousands of letters from 
all parts of this country. In fact the list of those contained 
in each volume, occupies an entire page of the Annalen. By 
way of illustration the index of letters from missionaries in 
Vol. 17, (1849), of the Annalen is here appended: 

Missions of America: 

Letter of the Rev. G. J. Ruland, Baltimore 

" Rt. Rev. Bishop Timon, Buffalo 

" Rev. Fr. Hofkenscheid, Redemptorist 

" " " Boniface Wimer, Youngstown 

" " " Holzer, Upper Canada 

" " " Dubuis, apostolic missionary, Texas 

Annual report of the Catholic Missions of the diocese of Milwaukee for 
1848 by Rev. Max Gaertner. 

Letter of the Rev. Fr. Hofkenscheid, Redemptorist, Buffalo 

" " Etschmann, Brighton, Wisconsin 

" " Joset, S.J. 

" Caveng, S.J., Upper Canada 

" " Hofkenscheid, Baltimore 

" " Holzer, New Germany 

" " Mother Maria Aloysia Winkler, St. Louis 

Communication of the Fathers of the seventh Council of Baltimore. 

Letter of the Rev. Boniface Wimer, St. Vincent 
" " Fr. Poesel, Pittsburg 

" " van der Velde, S.J., St. Louis 

" " Francis Pierz, Missionary in Michigan 

A second letter by the same missioner. 

Our study of the Society, except where other references are 
given, is taken from a summary of the archives of the Ludwig- 
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Missionsverein which are in the office of the Society; this sum- 
mary has been published by A. Schmidlin in the Zeitschrift 
fuer Missionswissenschaft, vol. IV, pp. 285-287. 

With the sanction of King Louis I of Bavaria, voluntary 
offerings for the assistance of the American and the Asiatic 
missions of Propaganda Fide were collected, but the contribu- 
tions were confined chiefly to the clergy of the eight dioceses of 
Bavaria. The money, up to the year 1838, approximately 
15,000 Fl. (25,800 marks), was deposited with the Archbishop 
of Munich-Freising, and thence sent directly to Vicar-General 
Rese in Cincinnati. 

During this time, the knowledge of the work being done by 
"L'Oeuvre de la Propagation de la Foi," founded in Lyons a few 
years before (1822), was being spread among the laity of 
Bavaria by means of the German edition (published at Ein- 
siedeln) of the Annates de la Propagation de la Foi. Already 
in 1830, the Annates record a contribution from Bavaria 
Munich) of 1627 francs. In the years 1836 and 1837, a priest 
of Munich, Rev. Karl Stumpf, beneficiary and catechist of the 
cathedral, began to promote this work with special zeal. He soon 
had some seven hundred members enrolled and was receiving 
monthly contributions to the amount of 600-800 Fl. (1032-1376 
marks). This money he sent directly to Lyons. But, since the 
organizing of societies and the gathering of money in Bavaria 
without government sanction was at that time strictly forbid- 
den, Father Stumpf was asked by his superiors to account for 
his activity on behalf of the Society of Lyons. He explained his 
position by pointing out that he merely communicated to this 
friend a knowledge of the mission society, which for Germany 
had its center at Einsiedeln, and that both the clergy and the 
laity became members freely and voluntarily. 

Meantime, Vicar-General Rese of Cincinnati (later Bishop of 
Detroit) had again arrived in Munich, and this time with a 
plan for the unification of the various organizations existing in 
Bavaria and dedicated to the extension of the Catholic Faith by 
assisting foreign missions. In this way he hoped to increase 
the contributions. To put his plan into execution Bishop 
Rese addressed a petition to King Louis I on April 22, 1838, 
asking that the Mission Society already existing in a part of the 



26 JOSEPH A. SCHABERT, PH.D. 

kingdom of Bavaria, be reorganized into a general society ex- 
tending over the whole of Bavaria, which would then be con- 
stituted as a self-sufficient and independent Bavarian Society 
under royal protection but at the same time empowered to es- 
tablish relations with the Holy See, with the Leopoldinenstif- 
tung in Austria and with every other German society of a simi- 
lar nature. The petition also contained a draft of the statutes 
for the proposed society. These were divided into six articles : 1. 
Purpose. 2. Direction. 3. Obligations (Prayer and Almsgiv- 
ing). 4. Organization. 5. Connection with the Leopoldinenstif- 
tung. 6.Managing committee which should determine the feasts 
and the religious services of the society, and apply to the Holy 
See for Indulgences such as similar societies in other countries 
enjoyed. Both the petition and the statutes were first officially 
submitted to the Archbishop of Munich-Freising for his ap- 
proval. This was given with the highest recommendation. On 
July 17, royal sanction was granted for the founding of a society 
under the following conditions : 

1. The society is to be confined to the Kingdom of Bavaria ; 
it is to be organized like the Leopoldinenstiftung, in such a 
way that the obligation of saying certain prayers be not re- 
garded as binding. 

2. The same will take the name, Ludwig-Verein, under the 
royal protection of His Majesty the King. 

3. It is not to become connected with foreign societies of a 
similar kind, but is, however, authorized to enter into relations 
as regards their common purpose with Catholic missions out- 
side of Europe as well as with the managing committee of the 
Leopoldinenstiftung, with the permission of the Imperial Gov- 
ernment. 

4. The founding of the society is to take place under the 
presidency of the Most Rev. Archbishop of Munich-Freising. 
The statutes to be drawn up according to these directions are to 
be submitted for royal approval, which remains constantly 
withheld also in the case of individual members of the govern- 
ing committee of the society. 

5 The governing committee is to present a yearly report 
on the activity of the society to His Majesty the King through 
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the ministry commissioned with the exercise of the royal super- 
vision. 

These directions which made the society almost wholly 
worldly gave rise to no little concern on the part of the Arch- 
bishop, especially on account of the exclusion of prayer as a 
binding obligation and on account of the prohibition against 
uniting with foreign societies — more particularly the Society of 
Lyons. The Archbishop himself appealed to have the obliga- 
tion of saying certain prayers made obligatory, but to no pur- 
pose. "An obligation binding the members of the mission so- 
ciety to a definite devotion would not enjoy royal sanction, and 
hence is to be left out of the statutes," was the answer of the 
ministry. Regarding the second point no appeal was made, for 
it was well known that owing to the King's aversion to every- 
thing French, a change could not be expected. 

Statutes in accordance with the directions given were then 
drawn up for the new society. These were submitted to His 
Majesty and with some modifications sanctioned on December 
12th, 1838. They read as follows: 

1. The Mission Society established with royal approval aftd 
under the protectorate of His Majesty King Louis I of Bavaria, 
bears the name, "Ludwigs-Verein," and has as its purpose: 

a) the expansion of the Catholic Faith among heathens and 
unbelievers, especially in Asia and in North America ; 

b) to aid in supporting the necessary religious and educa- 
tional institutions as well as the missionaries who undertake 
this arduous and dangerous work; 

c) to aid the support of the Fathers of the Order of Saint 
Francis in Jerusalem, as the custodians and guards of the Holy 
Sepulchre and as hosts to the western Christians who make pil- 
grimages thither, and the maintenance of the Holy Sepulchre 
itself; 

d) the promotion of participation and cooperation on the 
part of the faithful in those good works in general. 

2. The means chosen to attain the end designated consists 
in the gift of one Kreuzer (2 6/7 Pfennig), which each member 
of this Society binds himself to contribute weekly. 

3. Just as entrance into the Society is entirely free, so too 
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does each member retain the freedom to withdraw from the 
same if this seems best to him. 

4. Every ten members either male or female shall unite 
and pay their weekly contribution to one of their number who 
shall collect the alms. Each collector shall take care to com- 
plete again the number of his group in cases one or the other 
ceases to be a member through death or withdrawal, and to 
hand over to the pastor of his district the contributions collected 
and recorded in the contribution blanks, of which a printed 
formula was appended to the statutes. 

5. Each pastor shall hand to his respective dean the alms 
that have in this manner come to him, and the dean shall accord- 
ing to his convenience, at least quarterly, turn them over to fue 
office of his Ordinary. 

6. In case any one wishes to make a larger contribution at 
one time, such contribution can be made directly to the pastor 
by personal inscription in the rubric designed for this purpose 
in the contribution formula referred to above, or directly de- 
posited in the office of the Ordinary. 

7. The archiepiscopal and episcopal offices of the Kingdom 
shall have the kindness to turn over from time to time to the 
central committee of the Society together with the contribution 
formulae designated in section 4 above, the contributions 
whether of money or of religious articles which have come to 
them. The central committee, on the contrary, shall be en- 
gaged with the same through constant correspondence, com- 
municating from time to time to all members of the society not 
only by means of financial reports of the contributions collected 
and of the disposal of them, but also for the purpose of keeping 
zeal alive, in making known the results and fruits of their 
charity as well as the conditions of the Catholic religion in Asia 
and in North America, according to the information which is 
sent in. 

8. The central committee of the Society which shall have its 
seat in Munich and which shall conduct its business under the 
direction of the Most Rev. Archbishop of Munich-Freising, shall 
consist of four members of the Society. 

Every member through the voluntarily declared acceptance 
of his appointment to the central committee binds himself to 
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act in that capacity for at least one year, at the end of that time 
resignation becomes a matter of his own free choice. 

Appointment to the central committee, after the resignation 
of individual members of the same, shall be made on motion of 
the remaining members through the pronouncement of the Most 
Rev. Archbishop of Munich-Freising, who has the power of ap- 
pointing. 

Still, each appointment of a new member to the central com- 
mittee of the Society, is subject to the royal approval of His 
Majesty the King. 

9. The central committee under the presidency of the Most 
Rev. Archbishop of Munich-Freising, shall conduct without re- 
muneration this good work in accordance with these statutes 
for the honour of God and for the extension of His Holy Church 
on earth ; it shall receive the mission with conscientious care in 
a safe provided with a double lock, the keys of which shall be in 
the hands of two members. 

10. The central committee shall take care to dispose of the 
contributions received conscientiously and after due delibera- 
tion, and in such a way that of the whole amount 

a) two thirds be assigned to the needs of the missions, 
namely in Asia and in North America, in so far as such arise 
according to reliable reports ; 

b) one third, however, for the purpose outlined in sec- 
tion 1,. 

c) namely, for the support of the Fathers in charge of the 
Holy Sepulchre. Still, in view of the royal assistance given these 
Fathers, this sum should not exceed 6.000 Fl. (10.320 marks) 
yearly. 

In addition the central committee shall at the same time dis- 
cover the cheapest means of transporting to their destination 
the money and religious articles mentioned. 

11. The members of the central committee shall attend to 
all current business in the way that best attains the end set for 
the society, and according to a division agreeable to all and 
having regard to the qualities as well as to the other duties and 
interests of each, and meeting with the approval of the Most 
Rev. Archbishop of Munich-Freising. 

The right is reserved to the Most Rev. Archbishop, in case 
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he is hindered, to appoint as his substitute one of the members 
of the committee who shall then act as president. 

The business consists, in short, in keeping the records of the 
central office with the necessary care, and in the revision of the 
accounts of the moneys collected and sent in under the super- 
vision of the ordinaries, in the necessary correspond- 
ence both with the several ordinaries of the Kingdom and with 
the missionaries of the two parts of the world mentioned, to ob- 
tain information as accurate as possible regarding the needs ex- 
isting there, then in the annual distribution of the mission news 
in printed pamphlets among the members of the Society in all 
the dioceses of Bavaria, and finally, in the custody, filing and 
registering of official and other papers which accumulate in the 
course of time. 

12. To transact the business mentioned above and to dis- 
pose of problems that arise, the entire membership of the com- 
mittee shall meet in common consultation as often as necessary. 

The central committee of the Ludwigs-Verein shall lay be- 
fore His Majesty the King through the Royal Ministry of the 
Interior an annual report of the complete workings and achieve- 
ments of the Society. 

13. The Ludwigs-Verein is confined, according to royal de- 
termination, solely to the Royal Bavarian States. 

Hence, the same shall refrain from a formal and lasting 
connection with foreign societies of a similar kind, but is, how- 
ever, empowered to make the necessary connections for their 
common purpose with the Congregatio de Propaganda Fide, with 
Catholic missions outside of Europe, as well as with the com- 
mittee of the Leopoldinenstiftung in Vienna, if this be agreeable 
to the Imperial-Government. 

The approved statutes as well as instructions to pastors for 
introducing and conducting branches of the Society, were 
printed, and from January 15 to 26, 1839, thousands of copies 
were sent to the several bishops of Bavaria and to the deans of 
the Archdiocese of Munich-Freising. Printed leaflets explaining 
the object of the Mission Society and appealing to the faithful 
to join were also distributed. A few of these have survived. 
One from the close of the year 1839 or the beginning of 1840, 
consists of four double column pages. It explains the commis- 



THE LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN 31 

sion of the church to preach the Gospel to all peoples, laments 
the hindrances put in the way of that work during the preceed- 
ing years, and appeals for members, since it is the duty of every 
Catholic to pray for and to assist in the conversion of unbeliev- 
ers. It maps out the conditions of membership and enumerates 
the indulgences which Pope Gregory XVI granted to members 
of the Ludwig-Missionsverein as a result of the appeal made by 
the central committee with the sanction of the King, that the 
indulgences of the society of Lyons be extended to the Ludwig- 
Missionsverein. 

These indulgences, which were the same as those granted 
the members of "L'Oeuvre de la Propagation de la Foi" of 
Lyons, were published in a pastoral of the Most Rev. Arch- 
bishop of Munich-Freising under date of December 28, 1839. 

Immediately after the statutes were approved, the central 
committee of four members, two clerics and two laymen, was 
formed and given royal sanction. For this reason Archbishop 
Lother Anselm informed his chancery office on April 7, 1839 
that it was no longer to handle affairs which came within the 
sphere of the central committee, but to turn them over to the 
proper member of that committee. This was accordingly done. 
Hence, from that time the archiepiscopal archives contain re- 
cords concerning the appointment of members to the central 
committee and nothing further. 

According to the chronicle of the Archbishopric of 
Munich-Freising for 1839, King Louis I gave way to the re- 
peated petitions of the central committee and allowed that sec- 
tion 2, of the statutes be so changed as to make certain prayers 
obligatory on members. As stated in the Einladung an die 
Katholischen Christen zur innigen Theilnahme an dem schoenen 
Werke des Missions-Vereines referred to above, these prayers 
consisted in repeating once each day for the intention of the 
spread of the True Faith, the "Our Father" and the "Hail Mary" 
with the invocation, "Saint Francis Xavier, pray for us." 

On July 9, 1844, the following enactment was published by 
the Ministry of the Interior : "His Majesty the King is pleased 
to order that with the agreement of the Holy See, henceforth . . 
the sending of contributions of the Ludwig-Missionsverein to 
the general Mission Society at Lyons shall no longer be allowed 
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to take place, rather that the contributions are to be sent di- 
rectly to the Prefect of the Propaganda Fide in Rome for further 
distribution in keeping with the purposes of the society." King 
Louis I himself explained: The Ludwig-Missionsverein should 
be for the universal Catholic Church and not be given over as 
an instrument of French politics. As a result of this action 
connection with the Society of Lyons was broken, and in the 
year 1848 the Annals, too, were published by the Ludwig-Mis- 
sionsverein. It was not, however until the next year (1849) 
that the Annalen were increased by the addition of letters f ram 
German missionaries, chiefly from America, and printed by 
Pustet in Regensburg. 

Thus far the archives of the Ludwig-Missionsverein have 
been the chief source, but the Annates de la Propagation de la 
Foi also have some interesting data, especially for the years 
1838 to 1844. Despite its independence from the center at 
Lyons, the Ludwig-Missionsverein was not entirely separated 
from "L'Oeuvre de la Propagation de la Foi"; contributions 
were sent from Munich to Lyons, though over that circuitous 
route by way of Rome. And the important part taken by 
Bavaria in mission work during this time was highly praised 
by the center at Lyons. Thus in the yearly report for Bavaria 
is given the complimentary epithet "pillar of Catholicity in Ger- 
many." In the Annual Report for the following year (1840) 
this statement occurs: 

"Bavaria, in contributing the amount of 207.000 frs from 
a population of four million souls surpasses other nations in the 
proportion of the receipts to the number of inhabitants." 

In connection with this recognition of Bavaria's achieve- 
ments, the same Report (1840) contains the following: 

"And now in view of this pious cooperation, one gives one's 
self up to consoling thoughts. Unity, universality, these are the 
most infallible characters which can consecrate an institution. 
They are also the guarantees of pecuniary prosperity itself, be- 
cause of the force there is in the union of that ardor which is in 
emulation. The religious spirit widens through this renewal of 
Catholic brotherhood. Thus one may think one has got back 
to the ages of the past when European states were not isolated 
by national jealousy, but united their prayers and their arms 
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and assembled under the standard of Christ. L'Oeuvre de la 
Propagation de la Foi may become one day the monument of 
general reconciliation." 

But this unity did not last long. As was noted above, the 
Ludwig-Missionsverein severed all connection with the center at 
Lyons in the year 1844. 

Though the Ludwig-Missionsverein was originally intended 
to include only the Kingdom of Bavaria, yet the Archdiocese of 
Freiburg in Breisgau joined it in the year 1848. This union 
was maintained until 1911. So, too, the Diocese of Rottenburg 
(Wuerttemberg) was annexed in the year 1851, but this was of 
short duration. 

Of great importance for the success and development of the 
Ludwig-Missionsverein was the royal rescript of May 5th, 1872, 
in which King Maximillian II granted the society the right of a 
juridical person; this put the organization in a position to 
inherit and to accept gifts and legacies of every kind. 

Already in the early years of the Society's existence, the 
necessity of extending its activity became evident. It was seen 
that help would have to be given to missions in Europe, 
especially in Germany, as well as those in Asia and in North 
America. Hardly was the Society organized when appeals for as- 
sistance came in from all sides. So the question of aiding poor 
mission parishes and stations in the German diaspora, i.e., those 
districts in which relatively few Catholics are intermingled with 
a large non-Catholic population, came up for discussion almost 
at the beginning. These petitions increased yearly to such an 
extent that the central committee of the Ludwig-Missionsverein, 
in answer to the proposal of the German Episcopate of Febru- 
ary 16, 1865, decided to utilise in future one third of the entire 
receipts for mission work in Germany and one half of this third 
In Bavaria. This resolution received the approval of the pro- 
tector, King Louis I — the more readily since aware of the great 
needs in these districts, he himself with royal generosity had re- 
peatedly made munificent gifts from the State treasury for mis- 
sionary purposes in Germany. And on April 22, 1877, the reso- 
lution, in so far as it involved a change of the statutes, was 
sanctioned by the King. 

As time went on, Catholics in North America, more particu- 
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larly in the United States, became more and more able to do 
without assistance from Europe. Hence, the Ludwig-Mis- 
sionsverein gradually turned its helping hand in other direc- 
tions. So in the new statutes which were drawn up and ratified 
March 1, 1919, North America is not mentioned as a special 
mission field. The purpose of the society is stated in general 
terms, "to further the extension of the Catholic Faith among 
heathens and unbelievers as well as to aid German, especially 
Bavarian, diaspora parishes." 

In like manner the publication of the Annalen der Verbrei- 
tung des GUmbens was discontinued with the third number of 
the year 1918, and in their stead is now (since July 1918) pub- 
lished Die Weltmission der Katholischen Kirche, illustrierte 
Monatsblaetter des Ludwig-Missionsverein in Bayern. 

The method employed by the Ludwig-Missionsverein for col- 
lecting mission alms was much the same as that used by 
"L'Oeuvre de la Propagation de la Foi." Contributions were 
classified as ordinary and extraordinary. For the ordinary 
alms each member contributed one Kreuzer (2 6/7 Pfennig), 
later five Pfenning, each week. The poor, however, could fulfill 
the obligation of the society by giving according to their means. 
Members were grouped into circles of ten who paid the dues to 
one of their number, called a promotor. The promoter forwarded 
che alms, together with the contribution formulae properly filled 
in, to the pastor, who was head of the parish branch of the so- 
ciety. The pastor turned the money over to the dean of his dis- 
trict, and the dean deposited it with his Ordinary. The ordin- 
aries finally sent the money to the central committee. 

Extraordinary gifts, whether of money or of religious 
articles, were given to the pastor directly, to the Ordinary di- 
rectly or sent immediately to the central committee. Among the 
more important extra-ordinary gifts were those of the King. 
Up to 1882, this royal protector had at different times contri- 
buted 700.000 PI. (1,204,000 marks). 

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of the society's foundation 
(October, 1863), he endowed it with the sum of 100.00 Fl. the 
interest of which (6.800 marks) was to be used yearly for the 
assistance of German missions. During the same year (1863), 
the King assisted certain parishes in the United States with 



THE LUDWIG-MISSIONSVEREIN 35 

sums amounting to 10,000 Fl. (17,200 marks). Finally, in the 
last months of his life (January-February, 1868), King Louis 
I sent a considerable sum of money to America for the 
founding of a reform school for Catholic children. Besides 
the royal alms, there was a large income each year which 
could not be placed under the heading of ordinary contribu- 
tions: gifts of various kinds from friends and even from un- 
known donors, bequests, and interest from capital, etc. From 
1880, this form of income was put under the following captions 
in the annual report. 

1880 

III. Extraordinary contributions: Mark Pf 

a) for general purposes 28,837,27 

b) for special purposes 11,297,15 

c) gifts to funds 10,400, 

IV. Interest from capital 17,958,71 

V. Other income 242,68 



Total 68,735,81 

The total annual contributions amounted approximately to 
100,000 Fl. (172.000 marks) during the earlier years and grew 
much larger in later times. The following tables will indicate 
the extent of the contributions. First, the total annual contri- 
butions during the first five years (in terms of francs, because 
the money was sent to Lyons up to the year 1844) : 

1839 1840 1841 1842 1843 

111,285,57 207,368,60 210,636,00 219,475,21 216,038,17 

After the separation from the "Oeuvre de la Pro- 
pagation de la Foi" of Lyons, the contributions increased with 
time — broadly speaking this is true, but there were depress- 
sions and rises corresponding to periods of war and of pros- 
perity, and to other conditions. The next table gives some data. 
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Year 




Year 




1846 


90,242 (155,236 M) 


1910 


450,766,69 Marks 


1847 


87,995 Fl (151,252 M) 


1911 


456,289,05 


1852 


120,000,00 (206,400 M) 


1912 


461,655,63 


1863 


132,000,00 (227,040 M) 


1913 


417,121,95 


1905 


506,934,37 Marks 


1914 


503,625,83 


1906 


493,419,44 
426,722,60 






1907 






1908 


418,718,58 


1917 


402,511,18 


1909 


397,627,71 


1918 


873,118,35 



Up to the year 1918 inclusive, the Society had received 
contributions amounting to the grand total of 25,803,453.44 
marks. 

According to the statutes the central committee was charged 
with the distribution of the funds at its disposal in a manner 
prescribed in outline. Roughly, the disposition followed this 
scheme. An annual gift of 20,580 marks was sent to the Pro- 
paganda in Rome. A sum, not exceeding 10,320 marks, was 
given each year to the Franciscan Fathers in charge of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Originally, two thirds of all contributions were as- 
signed to missions in North America and in Asia. This was 
somewhat modified at a later date, especially by the increased 
assistance given to home missions, amounting to one third of 
the income. For the missions to the heathens in Asia, 
Africa and Oceanica, a yearly average of 100,000 marks 
was expended. The American Seminary in Louvain (Belgium) 
received 2,000 marks annually. The missions in North and in 
South America received yearly assistance to the amount of 
30,000 to 40,000 marks. Then, from 10 to 20 per cent of the in- 
come was utilized for carrying on the business of the society and 
for sundry purposes (travelling expenses for missionaries, Mass 
stipends for missionaries, interest, etc.) 

To answer fully the question of its activities would require 
an analysis of the annual reports throughout the entire period 
of the Society's existence. However, some idea of what was 
done can be formed from summary figures and general state- 
ments. Up to the year 1838, the sum of 15,000 Fl. (25,800 M) 
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had been sent to Vicar General Rese of Cincinnati. Then, what 
was accomplished in North America during the first fifty years 
of the society's life, is summed up by Dr. Kagerer in the follow- 
ing terms : North America here, as often in the Annalen, means 
the United States, for it was only at a later time that any con- 
siderable sums of money were sent to Canada. 

According to the statutes of the society it was North 
America which especially during the first twenty five 
years received the most assistance. Without counting 
travelling expenses which were given to missionaries 
and members of religious orders engaged in missionary 
work in North America, the Church in North America 
was assisted with the sum of 3,339,343 marks. That 
many great and glorious things were accomplished 
with this sum, is shown by the gratitude expressed by 
the American Episcopate assembled in two plenary 
councils, by individual bishops, by missionaries, by 
converts and by parishes. Without the assistance of 
the Ludwig-Missionsverein the Catholic Church in 
North America would much more slowly have come 
into the flourishing condition which now (1888) ex- 
ists, especially where older dioceses are concerned. 

In the year 1846, a simple Benedictine monk, after- 
wards the famous Boniface Wimer, left Metten (Ba- 
varia) to cross the ocean and establish the Benedictine 
Order in North America. It was King Louis I who 
gave the impulse as well as a part of the necessary 
means for the founding of the monastery of St. Vin- 
cent in Pennsylvania. Assisted by the royal protector 
and by the Ludwig-Missionsverein, the new institution 
developed into the flourishing Abbey of St. Vincent. 
When Abbot Boniface closed his eyes in death on De- 
cember 8th, 1887, his mortal remains were followed 
to the grave not only by the monks of St. Vincent but 
also by three bishops who had gone forth from his 
monastry and by four abbeys and five priories which 
owed their foundation to him. What fulness of bless- 
ings, activity for the salvation of souls and for the in- 
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struction and training of children, has streamed forth 
from this monastry into the whole of America and is 
spreading day by day, God alone knows. These things 
are of immeasurable significance for culture and for 
civilization for the religious and the moral develop- 
ment of the country. 

On July 1, 1847, six poor School-sisters of Ba- 
varia, under the direction of their Mother-general, 
Theresa Gerhardinger, took ship for North America 
to establish the newly founded Order on the other side 
of the ocean. Again, it was King Louis I who inspired 
this and aided the erecting of houses in Milwaukee and 
in Baltimore with 23,000 Gulden (39,560 M) . Already 
the next year (1848), eleven more sisters followed and 
from the first three small institutions in Marysville, 
Pittsburgh and Baltimore there developed two large 
mother-houses with 182 convents. In these are 1694 
sisters, more than 60,000 children, among them 1755 
orphans, who receive instruction and training. This 
truly great accomplishment is, after the Grace of God, 
chiefly the work and merit of the Ludwig-Missions- 
verein, which generously assisted the good sisters. The 
society bears the same relation to the institution of 
the Capuchins of the Franciscans, of the Carmelites, 
of the Redemptorists, of the Sisters and of the 
Dominican Nuns, who came from Bavaria to North 
America. All these looked to the Ludwig-Missions- 
verein for their surest and firmest help. 
Kragerer has pointed out that the Ludwig-Missionsverein 
accomplished its greatest work for the Church in the United 
States during the first 25 years of the Society's existence. A 
few extracts from annual reports during this time will make 
his general statements more apparent: 

Expenditures for the year 18k7 (Annalen) vol. 16) : 

Marks 
For freight, bookbinding, travelling expenses, pos- 
tage labor, financial losses 1,696.06 
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For parcels sent by freight to missionaries in Ameri- 
ca 1,426.30 

For books and periodicals for missionaries 458.95 

To the guardians of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 10,320. 

Assistance to Germans in Chicago, to the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Quarter in North America 2,064 . 

For the missions of the Redemptorists in N. America 43,000 . 

To the Rt. Rev. Bishop Henni, Milwaukee 5,160. 

To the Rev. Fr. Boeswald for the construction of a 
Church for Germans in Louisville, in N. America . 1,720 . 

To Rev. Fr. Steinbacher for the construction of a 
church for Germans in Nizzeros- Valley, N. Ameri- 
ca 1,376. 

To Rev. Boniface Wimer, Benedictine, St. Vincent 
Pennsylvania, in N. America 7,740 . 

To Rev. Max Gaertner, Premonstratensian, in Sac 

Prairie, Wisconsin, in N. America 2,580. 

To the Poor School-sisters for the founding of a 

mother-house in Baltimore, in N. America .... 12,900 . 

*To construct a church at Iersciut in Upper Egypt. 2,150. 

*To the Armenians in Persia 3,440 . 

*To the Minorites in Upper Egypt 688 . 

To the Propaganda in Rome 15,480 . 

Travelling expenses for twenty three missionaries . . 16,523 . 66 

For Europe missions 13,820 . 88 

For the Annals, including freight 6,841 . 55 

Added to funds 361.20 

Total 149,746.60 

*The * designates places recommended by the Propaganda in Rome. 

Without including items which extend to other territories 
as well as to the United States, there was, according to this re- 
port, sent to the Church in the United States during the year 

1847, the sum of 77,966.30 M 

during the year 1848 67,202.97 

during the year 1880 43,920. 

As has been stated the amount of money sent to the missions 
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in the United States each year grew less as time went on ; more 
assistance was given the Church in other countries, among them 
Canada. Still, the Ludwig-Missionsverein continued to give 
aid to struggling missions in the United States right up to the 
beginning of the World War. Extracts from the reports of 
1912 to 1914 will bear this out and also show the relatively 
small amount that actually was sent to Canada. 



Year 


To places in the U. S. 


To places in Canada 


1912 


12,700 Marks 


3,200 Marks 


1913 


11,900 Marks 


4,700 Marks 


1914 


9,900 Marks 


5,355 Marks 



The next extract from the report of 1914 will show the as- 
sistance given to missions in North America, just before the 
World War changed the course of history. 

IV. AMERICA 
a) North America: 

Marks 

1 . Archdiocese of Edmonton in Canada 2.700 

2. Vicariat Apostolic of Keewatin 1 . 300 

3. Construction of a church in Groszwerder, Diocese of 
Prince Albert 655 

4. Indian mission of Fr. F. Epper in Kakawis, Vancou- 
ver, Diocese of Victoria 800 

5. Indian mission of Fr. Ans. Weber in St. Michael, 
Arizona, Diocese of Tucson 1 . 200 

6. Indian mission of Fr. Felix Bucher in Grand Ronde, 
Oregon, Archdiocese of Oregon City 500 

7. Indian mission of Fr. Herm. Schuler in Ward, Wash- 
ington, Diocese of Seattle 700 

8. Negro mission of Ph. L. Keller in Lafayette, Louisi- 
ana Archdiocese of New Orleans 1 . 000 

9. Vicariat Apostolic of North Carolina 900 

10. School of the Dominican sisters in Fairmount, N. D. 
Diocese of Farge 300 

11. Mission of George Angermaier in Auburn, Indiana, 
Diocese of Fort Wayne 300 
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12. Mission of Win. Daniels in Marathon City, Wisconsin, 
Diocese of La Crosse 700 

13. Mission of J. F. van Oudenhoven in Engelberg, Ar- 
kansas, Diocese of Little Rock 300 

15. Mission of Maurus Rohner in Little Rock 500 

16. Mission of Matth. Saettele in Mc Gehee, Arkansas, 
Diocese of Little Rock 800 

17. Mission of Joseph Froitzheim in Pocahontas, Ar- 
kansas, Diocese of Little Rock 500 

18. Mission of Kas. Renner in Elgin, Nebraska, diocese 

of Omaha 500 

19. Mission of J. A. Faust in Spokane, Diodese of Seattle 600 

20. School of the Benedictine Nuns in Yankton, South 
Dakota, Diocese of Sioux Falls 300 

Total 15,255 

It is worthy of note that only one archdiocese, two dioceses, 
and one vicariat apostolic in Canada received aid; whereas in 
the United States help was sent to missions in two archdioceses, 
eight dioceses and one vicariate-apostolic. 

Thus, during the entire period from 1838 to 1914, the Lud- 
wig-Missionsverein aided the Church in the United States. 
What this amounts to in German coinage has not yet been worked 
out, but the total sum is many millions. Already in the year 
1863, the sum of 3,339,343 marks had been expended, and this re- 
presents but the first twenty-five years of the society s activity. 
Further study of the reports will not only enable the fixing of 
the total amount, but also show to what religious communities 
and dioceses the money was sent. And doubtless every dio- 
cese — or at least territory now included in each — will be found 
to have shared in the charity of the Ludwig-Missionsverein. 

Rev. Joseph A. Schabert, Ph.D., 

St. Thomas' College, 
St. Pavl, Minn. 



